Town of Bristol

Annual Town Meeting

April 9, 2003

Chairman Derr called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Attendees recited the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag.

Sandy Klister read the minutes of the 2002 Annual Meeting.  Tom Robertson made a motion to approve the minutes as read.  Second by Robert Schmitt.  Motion carried.

Financial Report

Sandy Klister reviewed the 2002 Town Financial Report.  Chairman Derr explained the debt on the Town Hall building loan and noted that the Town will be making two extra payments on the loan this year.  This will result in a large savings of interest over the life of the note.

Kay Jensen feels that all town taxpayers should receive the Annual Financial Report and made a motion to mail it to all residents.  Motion seconded by Grant Gullickson.  Motion carried unanimously on a voice vote.

Fire Unit Report

Chairman Derr read the Sun Prairie Volunteer Fire Department 2002 Budget Summary.  He reported on the renegotiation of the fire unit contract and explained that under the new contract the City of Sun Prairie is now paying 100% of some expense items which used to be charged 50% to the Towns of Sun Prairie, Burke and Bristol.

EMS Report

Chairman Derr reviewed the Town’s contract with the Sun Prairie EMS.  The EMS is now a full-time operation with staff available 24 hours 7 days per week which has increased costs for the Town.  The 2002 EMS cost was approximately $18,000 – there is $44,000 budgeted for 2003.

Public Works Report

· Roads – Highway employees have brush cutting well underway and will be working on a large amount of road shouldering in 2003.  Between five and six miles of seal coating will be done on Town roads this summer.  The Town also has $15,000 in TRIP money available from the County for work on Happy Valley Road.  The Town Board will be discussing whether or not to begin that project this year.

Kay Jensen asked about a four way stop sign at the intersection of Egre Road and North Bird Street and a reduction in speed limit to 45 mph which was voted on at the 2002 Annual Meeting.

Chairman Derr explained that the Town does not have independent authority to put up a four way stop sign.  In late 2002, the Dane County Highway Department did a car count and determined that the volume of traffic at that location does not warrant a four way stop. However, the Town Board can reduce the speed limit to 45 mph.  This will be on a future Board meeting agenda.

· Parks – The Town Board has approved $10,000 in park improvements including shelters, picnic tables and soccer goals.  The Parks Committee will also be applying for a youth conservation crew to help with projects in one of our parks.  They are also exploring the possibilities for Town participation in the Patrick Marsh Conservation project.

· Recycling – The recycling center is now open ½ hour earlier on Saturdays.  Use of the center is up.

Randy Scott asked about the Green Space in Brooks Ridge.  Chairman Derr explained that the developer is responsible for cleaning out that area and grading it.

Kay Jensen asked if all developers have paid their park fees.  Chairman Derr replied that they have.

Colonial Club

Melody Riedel and Jeani Gabor presented information about the Colonial Club. Due to loss of some of its County funding, the Colonial Club has been implementing many cost saving measures including less staffing, shorter hours and reductions in some services.  They thanked the Town of Bristol for its past support of the Colonial Club.

Kay Jensen made a motion to contribute $4000 to the Colonial Club this year.  Duane Gau seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Renew Town Borrowing Authority

Duane Gau made a motion to renew the Town’s Borrowing Authority. Motion seconded by Jim Ringelstetter, carried unanimously.

Update on Comprehensive Planning Process

The Town has contracted with Mid-America Planning to update our Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  A survey has gone out to all residents to get their thoughts on Town land use.  Preliminary survey results should be available later in April.

The meetings are held the third Monday of each month.  Chairman Derr encouraged everyone to attend and participate.

Other Business

Tom Robertson asked about updating fees charged for CSM, CUP and rezone requests since many of these projects have been involving multiple meetings.  Chairman Derr explained that this will be considered as part of the Land Use Plan update.  Duane Gau suggested making this an agenda item for the Town Board.

Grant Gullickson said he feels the Town has outgrown the present three member Town Board.  He made a motion to increase the Town Board to five members in 2005.  Kay Jensen seconded the motion.  After much discussion, a voice vote was taken and the motion failed.

Mr. Schmitt expressed concern about a drug problem in East Bristol.  He said a large amount of traffic pulls in and out of the cemetery at odd hours.  Chairman Derr indicated that we will pass this information along to Dane County Sheriff’s deputies in our area.

Duane Gau asked whether our Town Supervisor seats are numbered in Bristol.  Attorney Hazelbaker explained that there is no ordinance in Bristol for numbered seats.  Chairman Derr said that the issue had never come up at an annual meeting before.

Duane Gau made a motion to have numbered Town Supervisor seats for the 2005 election.  Joel Waldo seconded, motion carried.

2004 Meeting

The 2004 Annual Town Meeting will be held on the second Wednesday of April (April 14) at 7:00 p.m.

Grant Gullickson made a motion to adjourn, second by Duane Gau.  Meeting ended at 8:40 p.m.

