DRAFT UNAPPROVED MINUTES

Town of Bristol

Annual Town Meeting

April 14, 2004

Chairman Derr called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag.

Clerk Sandy Klister read the minutes of the 2003 Annual Town Meeting.  Russ Weisensel made a motion to approve the minutes as read.  Richard Renk seconded, motion carried on a voice vote.

Dane County Sheriff Gary Hamblin addressed the meeting giving an update on the Sheriff’s Department and explaining the contract that the Towns of Burke and Bristol have for additional police services.

Sandy Klister reviewed the 2003 Town Financial Report.

Chairman Derr reported on the Burke, Bristol and Town of Sun Prairie Fire Unit and the EMS contract.  The contract with the Sun Prairie Volunteer Fire Department currently costs the Town approximately $14.00 per resident per year.  One of the tanker trucks owned by the Towns has been taken out of service – the Towns have elected not to replace it at this time since it has not been frequently used in the past few years.

The 2003 EMS contract cost was $15.11/person.  The 2004 cost will be $16.37/person.  The higher cost reflects an increase to a paramedic level of service which will be available later in 2004.

Public Works:

Roads – in 2003, a new overlay was put on Happy Valley Road between Hwy N and Bird Street.  The Town received $15,000 in TRIP money toward this project.  Also in 2003, the Town road signs were updated and are now in good shape.  In 2004 we will do approximately 10 miles of seal coating for maintenance of existing roads.

Recycling – The recycling center began opening ½ hour earlier on Saturdays in 2003.  Use of the center is up.  Recycling attendant Vern Bedner reminded everyone to clean up their recyclables – rinse out food debris and tie up newspapers.

Colonial Club:

Melody Riedl and Patty Stockdale of the Colonial Club expressed thanks to the Town for its continued support of the Club and gave an update of programs and activities. They noted that many of their clients need more in-depth services than in the past.  Annie Tremaine requested a detailed breakdown of the types and number of services provided to Town residents.  Ms. Riedl will get this information to the Town Clerk so it can be sent to residents in the next town newsletter.

Carol Gau made a motion to recommend to the Town Board a $5000 donation in 2005.  Kay Ringelstetter seconded.  Russ Weisensel moved to amend the motion to increase the donation to $6000 in 2005.  Joseph Kott seconded.  After discussion a hand vote was taken:  31 votes to approve the recommendation of a $6000 donation in 2005, 6 votes against.  Motion carried.  

Renew Town Borrowing Authority:

Russ Weisensel moved, Owen Schwerdtfeger seconded to renew the Town’s borrowing authority.  Unanimously approved on a voice vote.

Update on Comprehensive Land Use Plan Revision:

Chairman Derr explained that the draft documents on the Land Use Plan revision have been edited and should be ready for public hearing this summer.  He encouraged everyone to attend the meetings and give their input.  He also explained that the Town is trying to get meetings started again with the City of Sun Prairie to discuss a boundary agreement.

Other Business:

· Dane County Sheriff’s Deputy Dale Veto introduced himself and discussed his role in the contract providing approximately 10 hours per week of additional police services to the Town.  Several residents expressed concern over speeding in North Bristol.  Deputy Veto said he would spend more time in this area.

· Sun Prairie Alderman Nick Voegeli introduced himself and said he is looking forward to working with the Town on areas of mutual interest.

· Joseph Kott made a motion to ask the Town Board to adopt an ordinance prohibiting engine braking in residential areas of the Town unless it is an emergency.  Mary Straka seconded, motion carried on a voice vote.

· Deputy Veto recommended that the Town Board consider adopting the code of ordinances which would cover disorderly conduct with a vehicle (such as squealing tires) and would give deputies the ability to write citations for this type of action.

· Joseph Kott made a motion to ban topless dancing in the Town of Bristol. Mary Straka seconded.

Attorney Hazelbaker explained that this motion is beyond the scope of authority of the annual town meeting.  He also explained that nude dancing is protected under the first amendment right to free speech and said that ordinances prohibiting it have not been successful in court.  He said that the Town does have the right to enforce restrictions on “secondary” effects of the business such as parking issues and liquor license violations.

After a great deal of discussion, Mr. Kott withdrew his original motion and instead moved to ask the Town Board to do everything legal and possible to mitigate the secondary impacts of adult entertainment businesses in the Town.  Mary Straka seconded.  Carried unanimously on a voice vote. 

· Grant Gullickson made a motion to increase the size of the Town Board to 5 members effective in 2005.  Ginny Bormann seconded.  A hand vote was taken with 4 votes in favor of increasing the Town Board to 5 members, 28 votes opposed.   Motion failed.

· Karen Kvalo discussed the fact that water that had been pumped out of the detention pond in Winfield Estates flooded her winter wheat field.  She asked who authorized the pumping and said she feels the developers bond on the project should be held until the County confirms in writing that the water detention system is working correctly.

Annie Tremaine said there are other instances of detention ponds in the Town not working properly.

Attorney Hazelbaker suggested that the Town Board verify with Dane County Land Conservation that the ponds are in fact working as designed.

Cory Kvalo moved to ask the Town Planning Commission to look into whether the detention ponds in Winfield Estates are performing according to engineering plans and to get written verification from the County that they are working.  Bob Faber seconded.  Motion carried unanimously on a voice vote.

The 2005 Annual Town Meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 13, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.

Owen Schwerdtfeger moved, Bob Faber seconded, to adjourn.  Meeting ended at 10:50 p.m.

