Town of Bristol

Planning Commission Meeting

May 23, 2005

Chairman Richard Renk called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.  Present: Renk, Robertson, Ringelstetter, Schwerdtfeger, Gau.  Absent:  Dulin, Faber.

Robertson moved, Schwerdtfeger seconded, to approve the minutes of the April 25, 2005 meeting as written.  Motion carried.

Public comment:  Annie Tremaine asked about the status of the intergovernmental agreement with the City of Sun Prairie.  Chairman Renk informed her that the joint meeting between the two municipalities will be held at the Bristol Town Hall on Tuesday, May 31, 2005.

Review and consider a certified survey map to split 1.049 acres including a house off the former Aulik property at 6431 Town Hall Drive, Sec. 34, by the Dane County Parks Department.

The Plan Commission reviewed the CSM presented by the Parks Department.  Schwerdtfeger moved to approve the CSM splitting the house and approximately one acre off the parcel.  Ringelstetter seconded.

Ringelstetter expressed concern that the cul-de-sac shown on the CSM was too close to an existing shed on the property.  Gaylord Plummer, real estate specialist for the County, explained that this situation was pre-existing and was not created as a result of the proposed CSM.  He also explained that there is an error in the CSM and that the westerly property line will need to be moved 16 feet further west to create a one acre lot as required by the Town.  

Ringelstetter amended his motion to approve the CSM contingent upon the Town Board requiring any non-conforming issues on the CSM be resolved before approval.  Schwerdtfeger seconded.

Ringelstetter and Schwerdtfeger subsequently withdrew the motion and amendment.

Ringelstetter moved to send the CSM to the Town Board for approval with the understanding that non-conforming issues be corrected before approval.  Schwerdtfeger seconded.  Motion carried 3-2.

Review and consider a concept plan to rezone the property at 2592 Happy Valley Road, Sec. 21, from A-1 to LC-1 to accommodate a lawn care business at the site by Donald Juetten.

Mr. Juetten wants to use existing outbuildings on this property to house his lawn care business equipment.  He was appearing before the Plan Commission to obtain feedback on the possibility of pursuing this idea further.

The Plan Commission identified the following issues as problematic for this request:

· Current moratorium on land divisions.

· Area around this property is residential which makes this use inconsistent with neighboring properties.

· Property is not in the area designated as commercial development area in the current land use plan or in the draft of the plan revision.

Review and consider a request for an exception to the land division moratorium for the property at 2825 Happy Valley Road, Sec. 29, by Steve Knaus.

Ringelstetter moved, Gau seconded, to table this issue to the end of the meeting to allow Mr. Knaus to arrive. Motion carried.

Review and consider a Commercial Design Review Ordinance.

The Commission discussed a draft ordinance regarding the appearance of buildings in commercial areas of the Town.  There was general concern regarding the subjective nature of some of the criteria in the ordinance as well as how enforcement would be done.

Robertson moved to postpone until a future meeting where the Town Attorney and the entire Plan Commission could attend and discuss the proposal line by line.  Schwerdtfeger seconded, motion carried.

Discuss and make recommendations for Planning Commission procedures and by-laws and an applicant checklist for CSMs, preliminary plats and rezone requests.

Discussion took place to find ways to ensure that applicants are prepared for meetings and to make sure meetings run more efficiently.  Sample documents from Pleasant Springs and the City of Sun Prairie were reviewed.  Chairman Renk will work with the Town Clerk to develop forms for Town use.  These will be discussed at a future meeting.

Review and consider a request for exception to the Land Division Moratorium by Steve Knaus.

Mr. Knaus bought the property at 2825 Happy Valley Road at a Sheriff’s auction.  He presented a proposal to remove existing barns on the property and to subdivide it into five lots of approximately ½ acre each.  He feels that that an exception to the moratorium is warranted under Article 2b because the parcel currently presents a traffic problem on Happy Valley Road.

Schwerdtfeger moved to deny the requested exception to the moratorium.  Robertson seconded.  Motion carried.

Chairman Renk adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

